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“This is Not a War on Drugs—it’s a War on People.”
Jack Cole knows about the “war on drugs” from several perspectives. He retired
as a Detective Lieutenant after a 26-year career with the New Jersey State
Police—fourteen in narcotics, mostly as an undercover officer. His investigations
spanned cases from street drug users to international “billion-dollar” drug
trafficking organizations. Jack ended his undercover career living nearly two
years in Boston and New York City, posing as a fugitive drug dealer wanted for
murder, while tracking members of a terrorist organization that robbed banks,
planted bombs in corporate headquarters, court-houses, police stations, and
airplanes and ultimately murdered a New Jersey State Trooper.
Jack is a founding member and for eight years was executive director of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition,
an organization representing more than a hundred-thousand police, judges, prosecutors, prison officials, and
supporters from 120 countries. LEAP members know a system of legalized regulation of all drugs will remove
the violence which is the result of drug prohibition. Jack is still their Board Chair.
After retiring, Jack dealt with the emotional residue left from his participation in this failed and destructive war
on drugs by working to reform current drug policy. He moved to Boston to continue his education. Jack holds a
B.A. in Criminal Justice and a Masters degree in Public Policy. During the seven years he spent in the Public
Policy Ph.D. Program at the University of Massachusetts, his major focus was on the issues of race and
gender bias, brutality and corruption in law enforcement. Jack believed ending drug prohibition would go a long
way toward correcting those problems, so in 2002, when the Marijuana Police Project offered $50,000 start up
money for an organization of police who would call for the decriminalization of one ounce of marijuana, Jack
dropped out of his Ph.D. program to found LEAP.
Jack taught courses to police recruits and veteran officers on ethics, integrity, moral decision-making, and the
detrimental effects of racial profiling. As Executive Director of LEAP, he presented papers at international
conferences and spoken on drug policy reform in the Parliaments of Canada, Denmark, the European Union,
New Zealand, and the United Kingdom, as well as presenting more than 1,500 times to professional, civic,
educational, political, and religious groups in 31 countries; Australia, Central, North and South America,
Europe, New Zealand, Southeast Asia, and across the United States.
Jack is passionate in his belief that the drug war is steeped in racism, that it is needlessly destroying the lives
of young people, and that it is corrupting our police. His discussions give his audience an alternative
prospective of the US war on drugs from the view of a veteran drug-warrior turned against the war.
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I didn’t come here today to tell you police officials from seventeen countries how to formulate
your laws or conduct your business. I know you are perfectly capable of doing that for
yourselves. I came here to warn you, no, to beg you, please don’t follow the United States down
its road to prohibition because it is a road to despair, a road to disaster, a road to destruction.
My name is Jack Cole. I am a retired detective lieutenant—26 years with the New Jersey State
Police and 14 in their Narcotic Bureau, mostly undercover. I bear witness to the abject failure of
prohibition and to the horrors produced by the U.S. war on drugs.
I am the co-founder and Board chair of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition. LEAP is a
100,000 member international educational organization of police, judges, prosecutors,
correction officials, and supporters, in 120 countries. LEAP members know a system of
legalization and regulation of drugs is far more efficient and ethical than a system of prohibition.
In the words of Norm Stamper, former chief of the Seattle, Washington police department, “[For
the United States, the] drug war has arguably been most devastating, dysfunctional social policy
since slavery.”
The drug war is a complete failure, and even worse it is a self-perpetuating, constantly
expanding policy disaster.
If Current Drug Policy actually worked, seven things should have happened:
1. Drug supply should decrease
2. Drug purity should decrease
3. Drug prices should then increase
and therefore:
4. Drug use should decrease
5. Drug overdose deaths should decrease
6. Drug Prohibition murders should decrease
7. Drug violation arrests should decrease
In each case, the exact opposite happens. Let us look at the true outcomes of each of these
items.
1. Drug supply should decrease
The easiest way to judge whether that has happened is by looking at drug seizures over the
years. At the beginning of the drug war in 1970, law enforcers measured the largest individual
drug seizures in “pounds.” Today we measure them in “Tons.”

15 tons of methamphetamine – one seizure1
20 tons of cocaine – one seizure2
23 tons of heroin – one seizure3
242 tons of marijuana – one seizure4
But nothing changed on the streets as a result of those massive seizures. They didn’t affect the
street price by so much as one penny and no drug user went to bed without his or her drug.
2. Drug purity should decrease
When I started buying heroin as an undercover officer in 1970, street level packages of powder
sold as “heroin” averaged 1½% pure, the rest was cutting agent—today they average 60%
pure.5 That is a problem 40 times greater than it was at the beginning of the war.
3. Drug prices should increase
According to DEA, since the beginning of the war, the wholesale price of cocaine has decreased
60% and the wholesale price for heroin has decreased 70%.6
4. Drug use should decrease
DEA estimated that before we started the drug war there were about 4 million people, above the
age of 12, who had used an illegal drug. That was 2% of that population. Today DEA tells us,
there are 121 million people, above the age of 12, who have used an illegal drug. 7 That is 46%
of this population; a problem 30 times greater than 40 years ago.
5. Drug overdose deaths should decrease
In fact, after 37 years of drug war drug overdose deaths in the US had become 9 times worse
than they were when we began this bloody mess in 1970.8
6. Drug Prohibition murders should decrease
Of course, as we all know, drug prohibition murders have increased dramatically. During 2011,
per 100,000 population, the murder rate was 4 in the United States, which is a destination
country for illicit drugs; New York registered 515 murders that year – 6 per 100,000.9 But in
Puerto Rico, a transit location that has roughly half the population of New York City, 1,135
homicides occurred – 30 killings per 100,000 residents during the same year.10
After Felipe Calderón declared war on drug cartels, during his six-year reign as President,
Mexico suffered escalating violence. There were more than 95,000 drug prohibition murders –
an average of 17 murders per 100,000 population.11 But neither the US nor Mexico can match
the level of violence in drug transit countries such as Guatemala – 41 murders per 100,000
population12 or Honduras, which the United Nations has labeled as the most dangerous nation
on the planet – 92 murders per 100,000 population.13 Transit nations always suffer even more
violence than the countries of drug origin or the countries of final destination.
7. Drug violation arrests should decrease
One would think that after making more than 46 million arrests for nonviolent drug offenses in
the course of the longest war in US history, we would eventually run out of people wanting to
sell drugs. Not so! In 1965 we made 65,500 of those arrests across our nation but by 2005 we

had increased that number to 1.9 million a year. Most recently the yearly total has fallen to 1.7
million in 2009;14 still a rate 25 times larger than before the drug war.
And arrests do no good. I learned very early while working undercover that if a uniformed police
officer arrested someone in our neighborhood for rape or robbery, the number of rapes and
robberies went down. We got the bad guy. But when I arrested a person for selling drugs the
number of drugs sales didn’t change at all. I was simply creating a “job opening” for hundreds of
people more than willing to accept the risk of arrest for what they perceived as an obscenely
high income. Actually, it was worse than that. I wasn’t just creating a job opening; I was creating
a safe job opening. If a potential novice drug dealer tried to horn in on a current drug dealer’s
territory the interloper would probably get shot—but after I removed the first dealer his
replacement simply stepped into to that open slot and started selling.
With a four decades long war costing US tax payers 1.5-trillion dollars and resulting in at least
46 million arrests for nonviolent drug offenses,15 one would think that at the very least we would
have had some effect on reducing the rate of people in the US who are addicted to illicit drugs.
Sadly, that is also not true.
Near the end of 1914 we created our first federal law prohibiting a drug. Before that, when all
drugs were available to everyone regardless of their age, the government told us that 1.3% of
the population was addicted.16 Our leaders couldn’t accept that so they started making many
drugs illegal. Fifty-six years later, in 1970, when we were getting ready to start a “war on drugs,”
our government told us 1.3% of the population was addicted to drugs. 17 They couldn’t accept
that, so they started a “drug war.” Into the fifth decade of this raging drug war, today our
government tells us 1.3% of the population is addicted to drugs. 18 That is the only statistic that
has not changed in a hundred years.
But some statistics have changed dramatically. For instance, the clearance rate of arrests for
major crimes in the US has declined considerably. That means police are no longer solving
major crimes as they did before the drug war. Today, nearly 4 of 10 murders, 6 of 10 reported
rapes & arsons, 7 of 10 reported robberies, and 9 of 10 reported home burglaries go unsolved.19
I would like to point out that before the drug war, in 1963, our police were credited with solving
91% of the murders in the US. Today they solve 61%.20 What happened? Did police suddenly
become incompetent?
The 100,000 police, judges, and prosecutors, and supporters at Law Enforcement Against
Prohibition believe that today police spend so much time and energy chasing nonviolent drug
offenders that we no longer have enough staff to protect people from violent predators, from
child molesters, from those things that should really count. And we say, “Let us get back to
doing what we do best, protecting people from each other.” It should not be the job of law
enforcement to protect every adult from his- or herself and that is the role we have been
required to take in enforcing today’s drug laws.
If you wish to end the gun violence the choice is simple, legalize all drugs, just as we legalized
alcohol in the US in 1933. The next morning Al Capone and his smugglers were out of business.
They were no longer killing each other to control that very lucrative market. They were no longer

killing our children in crossfire and drive-by-shootings. They were no longer killing us cops,
charged with fighting that useless war.
When we then regulate those drugs, we can stop overdose deaths. No one dies of an overdose
because they inject more and more drugs. They die because they don’t know how much of that
tiny package of powder they purchase is really the drug and how much is the cutting agent. Too
much drug and they are dead. In an illegal, unregulated market, they will never know what is in
that package.
When we then regulate those drugs, we can also prevent half of all potential cases of horrible
blood born diseases such as AIDS and Hepatitis C; according to the US Centers for Disease
Control 50% of all new cases of AIDS and Hepatitis C can be traced back to intravenous drug
users sharing needles, which they would not have to do if the drugs were legal and regulated.
Then, when we start treating drug abuse as a health problem instead of a crime problem, we
can save the millions of people we are today sacrificing through arrest and imprisonment on the
altar of the drug war. And we should be interested in stopping those arrests because they are
our children, our parents, ourselves. This is not a war on drugs, it is a war on people.
If you want to make a difference about this issue, join www.leap.cc.

The affect of the above talk was made clear when retired Chief Constable Tom Lloyd of
Cambridgeshire, England, UK, ask for a show of hands within the 50 ranking police officers
representing 17 countries that attended the Strategic Meeting on Public Security and Drug
Policies, to see how many agreed with me that we should end the war on drugs by legalizing and
regulating all drugs. Eighty-five percent agreed and only 5% wanted to continue the drug war, with
10 percent abstaning.

“Strategic Meeting on Public Security and Drug Policies”
Headquarters of the Brazilian Military Police in Rio de Janeiro
19 to 21 September 2011
On the last day the below document was arrived at by consensus of the 50 ranking police officers from 17 countries
who participated in the strategic meeting. The countries represented were Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, El Salvador, Germany, Guatemala, Mexico, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Peru, Portugal, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, the United States, and Uruguay.

Excerpts from “The Rio de Janeiro Declaration”
We have gathered here to rethink the repressive law enforcement policies against the
trade and use of illegal drugs. We are concerned about the very few results that have
been achieved in so many years of battle [and we] are even more concerned about a
number of negative consequences for which we have paid a high price in resources and
lives.

Individual choices that lead to drug use are the result of complex psychological and
social factors, which affect people from childhood onwards and in particular during
adolescence. Family, religious faith, school and the community all play a role in this, but
in many countries current drug policies dump the entire issue on the police and the
penal system. We resent this situation that exposes us to great risks, endangering our
own lives as well those of others, our morale and the image of our institutions. It is not
fair and it doesn’t address the root cause of the problem. A civic police force in a
democratic society should pursue more intelligent and consistent goals.
Instead of fighting tooth and nail for the fantasy of a drug-free world, we want to achieve
more objective goals to reduce the harmful consequences of drug use, both for
individuals and society as a whole.
No longer satisfied with the “War on Drugs” doctrine. We are looking for other, more
effective and more constructive approaches like the decriminalization of drugs in
Portugal and in Uruguay, the sale of medicinal marihuana in seventeen US states, harm
reduction policies and therapeutic models in Switzerland, Germany, United Kingdom,
Canada, Australia, as well as multidisciplinary reintegration programs for at‐risk youth
and for youth in conflict with the law in Nicaragua and Peru.
We call upon our colleagues in law enforcement and public security to courageously
commit to this issue and foster a closer relationship with other government sectors and
society who also need to be involved.

In the International Day of Peace, September 21, 2011, subscribe this declaration:
Alejandro Silva, Nicaragua. Delegation of Terres des Hommes in Nicaragua.
Daniel Llaury, Peru. Chief of the El Augustino precinct and coordinator of the Specialized
Module focused on Youth in Police Precincts.
Erlinda Castillo, Nicaragua. Chief of the Youth Services Division at the Police of Nicaragua.
Flávio Alves, Portugal. Supervisor at Portuguese Police of Public Security and director of the
Department of Criminal Investigation.
Hans van Duijn, Netherlands. Former president of the Dutch Police Union and current
member and speaker of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP).
Hugo Armando Ramírez Mejía, El Salvador. Vice‐director of Public Security for the El
Salvador Police.
Jack A. Cole, USA. Retired Detective Lieutenant with New Jersey State Police and co-founder
of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP), worked as undercover police officer in drug
crimes investigations.
João Goulão, Portugal. President of the Portuguese Institute on Drugs and Drug Addiction
(IDT).

Joaquim Pereira, Portugal. Director of the National Unit to Fight Drug Trafficking (UNCTE) in
Portugal.
Jorge da Silva, Brazil. Former Chief of Staff of Rio de Janeiro State Military Police and current
professor in the State University and current member and speaker of Law Enforcement Against
Prohibition (LEAP).
Juan Sonoqui Martinez, Mexico. Class “A” officer of the D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance
Education) project for the Municipal Preventive Police in Cajeme, Sonora, in Mexico.
Luciene Magalhães, Brazil. President of the do Brazilian Forum on Public Security and colonel
of Minas Gerais State Military Police.
Luis Mauricio Lermanda López, Chile. Chief of Personal and Logistics for the Drugs
Department, at the Carabineers of Chile.
Melissa Jardine, Australia. Researcher on harm reduction in the Nossal Institute and member
of a network of law enforcement agents who support harm reduction strategies (LEAHRN).
Milton Romani, Uruguay. Traveling Ambassador on Drugs and Human Rights.
Nairo Lopez Riaño, Colombia. Chief of the Judiciary Police at the Atlantico province, Colombia
National Police.
Neill Franklin, USA. Executive Director of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP) and
retired Maryland State Police Major, who was director of their drug task forces.
Nicole Turner, Australia. Police officer for twenty years, researcher at the Nossal Institute as
Coordinator of the Law Enforcement and Harm Reduction Network (LEAHRN).
Orlando Zaccone Brazil. Chief police officer of the 18th Precinct at Praça da Bandeira in Rio
de Janeiro, former director of Prisoner’s Control of the Interstate Police (POLINTER) and
current member and speaker of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP).
Plauto Roberto de Lima Ferreira, Brazil. Major of Ceará State Military Police and coordinator
of a drug rehabilitation project for law enforcement professionals.
Reinaldo Correa, Brazil. Police officer of the Division for Prevention and Education (DIPE) of
the Drugs Investigations Department of the Civil Police (DENARC) in São Paulo.
Robson Rodrigues, Brazil. Colonel of Rio de Janeiro State Military Police and Coordinator of
the Pacifier Police Units (UPP).
Roger Flury, Switzerland. Drug analyst for the Federal Criminal Police of Switzerland.
Rubem Cesar Fernandes, Brazil. Executive director of Viva Rio.
Rubens Fabian Rebuffo, Argentina. Head of the Division for Information Services of the
Neuquén Police, Argentina.
Sonia Dall’Igna, Brazil. Director of the Division for Prevention and Education (DIPE) of the
Drugs Investigations Department of the Civil Police (DENARC) in Rio Grande do Sul.
Thomas Zosel, Germany. Chief‐Detective and Investigation Team Leader of the Police
Department in Frankfurt am Main, in Germany, at the Drug Crimes Division.

Tom Lloyd, England. Former Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire, England, and current
coordinator of the Law Enforcement project of the International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC).
Wagner Ricardo Coutinho Rego, Brazil. Major of Alagoas State Military Police and creator of
a specialized module on drug prevention, Human Rights and citizenship in municipal schools.
Wilson Petronilo Lopez Maldonado, Guatemala. Police officer at the Division for the Analysis
of Antinarcotics Information (DAIA) of the National Civil Police of Guatemala.
Yony Robert Mezquita Machado, Uruguay. Police officer at the Department of Public Order of
the Investigations Division from Montevideo Police, in Uruguay.

Endnotes:
1

“Mexican authorities announced their largest methamphetamine seizure ever late Wednesday: 15 tons,
found in pure powder form at a ranch outside Guadalajara. It was about 13 million doses worth $4 billion
— more than double the size of all meth seizures at the Mexican border in 2011.”
Source: Damien Cave, “Mexico Seizes Record Amount of Methamphetamine,” New York Times (NY)
Published:
February
9,
2012.
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/10/world/americas/mexico-seizes-15-tons-ofmethamphetamine.html
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“Then drug agents received a tip about suspicious comings and goings at a warehouse in the Los
Angeles suburb of Sylmar. They obtained a search warrant, sliced off a $5 padlock, and discovered 36
wooden pallets stacked with boxes of cocaine. The hoard, weighing 21.4 tons, was the size of two
school buses.
Ledgers showed that billions of dollars of cocaine -- hundreds of tons -- had passed through the
warehouse. The seizure caused what the American Embassy in Mexico described in a cable as ''an
earthquake'' that redefined Washington's understanding of the drug war by highlighting the growing role
of Mexican smugglers.”
Source: Dillon, Sam and Craig Pyes. “Foiled Drug Pursuit of a Mexican Bares a System Rife With
Graft,” The New York Times (NY) April 15, 1998, Wednesday. http://www.nytimes.com/1998/04/15/world/foiled-drugpursuit-of-a-mexican-bares-a-system-rife-withgraft.html?scp=1&sq=Foiled+Drug+Pursuit+of+a+Mexican+Bares+a+System+Rife+With+Graft&st=nyt&pagewanted=all.
3

“Afghanistan Heroin Bust: 23 Tons Of Heroin, Morphine Seized In Helicopter Raid,” Huff Post World
March 12, 2013 03:10 PM ET EDT http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/12/afghanistan-heroin-morphinebust_n_2862536.html#slide=106435

4

“Paraguay destroyed 242 tons of marijuana seized during a 10-day operation.” Source: Tatiana
Faramarzi, “Paraguay Destroys 242 Tons of Marijuana,” In Sight Crime: Organized Crime in the
Americas, Monday, 12 March 2012. http://www.insightcrime.org/news-briefs/paraguay-destroys-242-tons-of-marijuana
“[L]ocal, state and federal law enforcement work so closely that they celebrated this week over the
destruction of the largest load of marijuana — 134 metric tons, or about 150 United States tons — ever
seized in the country.” Source: Randal C. Archibold, “Marijuana Bonfire Celebrates a Fragile Calm,”
New York Times (NY) October 21, 2010. http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/22/world/americas/22marijuana.html
“Tijuana police seized a record 105 tons of marijuana they say was headed for sale in the United
States. It’s one of the biggest pot busts in all of Mexico in recent years.” Source: Amy Isackson
“Record 105 Ton Marijuana Seizure in Tijuana,” KPBS Radio, San Diego State University (CA) October
18, 2010. http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/oct/18/record-105-ton-marijuana-seizure-tijuana/
“The Mexican army discovered [40 tons of marijuana] inside a smuggling tunnel between Tijuana and
leading into California. In the past decade law enforcement has discovered 50 tunnels from Mexico to
California and 89 from Mexico to Arizona.” Source: AOL.com Video http://www.aol.com/video/tons-of-marijuanadiscovered-in-new-drug-tunnel/517417854/

5

By the year 2000 heroin was registering over 60% pure in Atlanta, Boston, and New York, and over 70%
pure in Newark and Philadelphia. A pure gram of heroin was worth between a low of $300 in San Diego
and a high of $2,740 in St. Louis, which made an ounce worth between $8,505 and $77,678 or about
30 percent of what it was worth in 1970 ($258,200). Source: Drug Intelligence Brief, 2002 Domestic
Monitoring Program Drug Intelligence Report, US Drug Enforcement Administration,
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/intel/03057/03057.html#e, July 24, 2005.

6

By the year 2000 heroin was registering over 60% pure in Atlanta, Boston, and New York, and over 70%
pure in Newark and Philadelphia. A pure gram of heroin was worth between a low of $300 in San Diego
and a high of $2,740 in St. Louis, which made an ounce worth between $8,505 and $77,678 or about
30 percent of what it was worth in 1970 ($258,200). Source: Drug Intelligence Brief, 2002 Domestic
Monitoring Program Drug Intelligence Report, U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration,
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/intel/03057/03057.html#e, July 24, 2005.
Prices
Nationwide, in 2000, SA heroin ranged from $50,000 to $200,000 per kilogram. SEA and SWA heroin
ranged in price from $40,000 to $190,000 per kilogram. Wholesale-level prices for Mexican heroin were
the lowest of any type, ranging from $13,200 to $175,000 per kilogram. The wide range in kilogram
prices reflects variables such as buyer/seller relationships, quantities purchased, purchase frequencies,
purity, and transportation costs. Source: DEA State Factsheet http://www.dea.gov/pubs/state_factsheets.html

7

Prohibition coupled with the war on drugs has increased the number of people in the US above the age
of twelve who use illegal drugs from 4 million (two percent of the population) in 1965 to 121 million (46
percent of the population). Sources: SAMHSA http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/govpubs/fsduse.pdf
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DownloadCenterServlet?_ts=296977786179
http://www.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2011SummNatFindDetTables/NSDUHDetTabsPDFWHTML2011/2k11DetailedTabs/Web/HTML/NSDUH-DetTabsSect1peTabs1to46-2011.htm#Tab1.1A

8

“Drug overdose death rates have risen steadily in the United States since 1970. (See Figure 1) In 2007,
27,658 unintentional drug overdose deaths occurred in the United States [a 900% increase over 1970].
Drug overdose deaths were second only to motor vehicle crash deaths among leading causes of
unintentional injury death in 2007 in the United States.”
Source: “Unintentional Drug Poisoning in the United States,” Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, July 2010. http://www.cdc.gov/homeandrecreationalsafety/pdf/poison-issue-brief.pdf accessed 3/14/2013.
Drug overdose deaths increased for the 11th consecutive year in 2010, according to an analysis from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The findings are published today in a research letter,
“Pharmaceutical Overdose Deaths, United States, 2010,” in the Journal of the American Medical
Association (JAMA).
CDC’s analysis shows that 38,329 people died from a drug overdose in the United States in 2010, up
from 37,004 deaths in 2009. This continues the steady rise in overdose deaths seen over the past 11
years, starting with 16,849 deaths in 1999. Overdose deaths involving opioid analgesics have shown a
similar increase. Starting with 4,030 deaths in 1999, the number of deaths increased to 15,597 in 2009
and 16,651 in 2010.
In 2010, nearly 60 percent of the drug overdose deaths (22,134) involved pharmaceutical drugs. Opioid
analgesics, such as oxycodone, hydrocodone, and methadone, were involved in about 3 of every 4
pharmaceutical overdose deaths (16,651), confirming the predominant role opioid analgesics play in
drug overdose deaths.
Source: http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2013/p0220_drug_overdose_deaths.html. Accessed
6/29/2013.
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United States Population: 313,847,465 (July 2011 est.), Death Rate: 8.39 deaths/1,000 population
(July 2011 est.), Deaths per year: 2,633,180, Murder Rate: 4 per 100,000 population, Estimated
number of murders per year for all reasons: 12,553 Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worldfactbook/rankorder/2119rank.html
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Source: Frances Robles, “Puerto Rico tackling fearful murder rate ”

McClatchy, December 16, 2012

http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2012/12/16/177559/puerto-rico-tackling-fearful-murder.html

Lizette Alvarez, “Murder Rate and Fear Rise in Puerto Rico,” New York Times (NY) June 20, 2011
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/21/us/21crime.html?pagewanted=all
11

“Limited to one term of six years, Calderon will hand Enrique Peña Nieto the presidency at the
end of the year (December 1), leaving him with a damning balance sheet of death. The
National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico has released startling figures: 27,199
homicides were recorded in 2011; between 2007 and 2011, the total came to 95,632 murders.
On the basis of the trend in recent months, an estimated 120,000 homicides will have
occurred during the term of Calderon. This is more than double the figure often mentioned already staggering - of 50,000.” Source: Mark Karlin, “Fueled by War on Drugs, Mexican
Death Toll Could Exceed 120,000 As Calderon Ends Six-Year Reign,” Truthout, November
28, 2012. http://truth-out.org/news/item/13001-calderon-reign-ends-with-six-year-mexican-death-toll-near-120000

12

Guatemala population: 14,099,032 (July 2011 est.), Death rate: 4.92 deaths/1,000 population (July
2011 est.) Deaths per year: 69,367, Guatemala Drug Prohibition Murders per year: 41 per 100,000,
Estimated number of drug prohibition murders per year: 5,781, Drug prohibition murders as percent of
total Guatemalan deaths: 12% http://www.indexmundi.com/guatemala/demographics_profile.html

13

The United Nations lists Honduras as the most dangerous nation on the planet, with a rate of one
violent death every 74 minutes. Source: Drug War Violence Throws Honduras into Disarray, BY
Jeremy Kryt, In These Times, May 29, 2012
http://www.inthesetimes.com/article/13271/drug_war_violence_throws_honduras_into_disarray/

Source: United Nations Office of Drug Control, “Homicide count and rate Intentional (1995 - 2011),”
UNODC lists Honduras at 91.8 Homicides per 100.000 population. Venezuela at 45
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/statistics/crime/Homicide_statistics2012.xls
14

In 1965 we made 65,500 of those arrests but by 2005 we had increased that number to 1.9 million a
year. Most recently the yearly total has fallen to 1.7 million in 2009. Source:
http://drugwarfacts.org/cms/?q=node/53
"Crime in the United States 2009," FBI Uniform Crime Report (Washington, DC: US Dept. of Justice,
September 2010), Table 29, http://www2.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2009/data/table_29.html and Arrest Table:
Arrests for Drug Abuse Violations, http://www2.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2009/arrests/index.html. "2008 Crime in
the United States," FBI Uniform Crime Reports (Washington, DC: US Dept. of Justice, September
2009), Table 29, http://www2.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2008/data/table_29.html and Arrest Table: Arrests for Drug
Abuse Violations, http://www2.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2008/arrests/index.html. "2007 Crime in the United
States,"
(Washington,
DC:
US
Dept.
of
Justice,
September
2008),
Table
29,
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2007/data/table_29.html and Arrest Table: Arrests for Drug Abuse Violations,
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2007/arrests/index.html. "2006 Crime in the United States," (Washington, DC:
US Dept. of Justice, September 2007), Table 29, http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/data/table_29.html
and Arrest Table: Arrests for Drug Abuse Violations, http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/arrests/index.html.
"Crime in the United States 2005," FBI Uniform Crime Reports (Washington, DC: US Dept. of Justice,
September 2006), Table 29, http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/data/table_29.html and Arrest Table: Arrests
for Drug Abuse Violations, http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/arrests/index.html. "Crime in the United States
2004," FBI Uniform Crime Reports (Washington, DC: US Government Printing Office, 2005), p. 278,
Table 4.1 & p. 280, Table 29. http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_04/documents/CIUS2004.pdf. "Crime in the United
States 2003," FBI Uniform Crime Reports (Washington, DC: US Government Printing Office, 2004), p.
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1.3 percent of U.S. population was addicted to drugs in 1914.

By 1890 there was a maximum of 0.46 percent of the United States was addicted to opiates, “thereafter
the rate began a sustained decline.” In 1914, the addiction rate for opiates was ranged from 0.32
percent estimated from “statistical evidence upon which objective estimates can be based,” to 1.3
percent by government sources whose “authors manipulated or even fabricated data in order to sway
public opinion and achieve political ends,” by applying estimates of more than a million drug addicts in
the United States to the 1910 U.S. Census figure of a population of 91,641,195 people.
Source: Courtwright, David T. Dark Paradise: A History of Opiate Addiction in America. Harvard
University Press: Cambridge, Massachusetts, 2001. p. 9. and the U.S. Government Decennial Census
Information for 1910, http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/cgi-local/censusbin/census/cen.pl.
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Source: “Policy is not a Synonym for Justice,” by John L. Kane (U.S. District Court Judge for Colorado)
The New Prohibition: Voices of Dissent Challenge the Drug War, Edited by Sheriff Bill Masters, St.
Louis: Accurate Press, 2004, Chapter 5, p. 45.
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1.3 percent of U.S. population is addicted to drugs today.
According to the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) there were “3.6 million people who
met diagnostic criteria for dependence on illegal drugs in 1999” [which would be 1.32 percent of the
population of 272,690,813 in the U.S. that year].
Source: Robinson, Matthew B. and Renee G. Scherlen, Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics: A
Critical Analysis of Claims Made by the Office of national Drug Control Policy, State University of New
York Press, 2007, p. 94. Chapter 5 Endnote 3: ONDCP (2000) President’s national drug control
strategy, P-4.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “Historical National Population Estimates: July 1, 1900 to July 1, 1999,”
http://www.census.gov/popest/archives/1990s/popclockest.txt.
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“Cleared by arrest: In the UCR Program, a law enforcement agency reports that an offense is cleared
by arrest, or solved for crime reporting purposes, when three specific conditions have been met. The
three conditions are that at least one person has been:
Arrested.
Charged with the commission of the offense.
Turned over to the court for prosecution (whether following arrest, court summons, or police
notice).”
“In 2010, 47.2 percent of violent crimes and 18.3 percent of property crimes in the Nation were cleared
by arrest or exceptional means.
“Among violent crimes, 64.8 percent of murder offenses were cleared, 40.3 percent of forcible rape
offenses were cleared, 28.2 percent of robbery offenses were cleared, and 56.4 percent of aggravated
assault offenses were cleared.

“Clearance data for property crimes revealed that 21.1 percent of larceny-theft offenses were cleared,
12.4 percent of burglary offenses were cleared, and 11.8 percent of motor vehicle theft offenses were
cleared.
“Nineteen percent of arson offenses were cleared by arrest or exceptional means in 2010.
“34.3 percent of arson offenses cleared involved juveniles (persons under age 18); this was the highest
percentage of all offense clearances involving only juveniles.”
Source: The 2011 FBI Uniform Crime Reports, Table 27, “Percent of Offenses Cleared by Arrest or
Exceptional Means.” http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/crime-in-the-u.s.-2010/clearances
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“FBI figures obtained by The Associated Press show that the homicide clearance rate, as detectives
call it, dropped from 91 percent in 1963—the first year records were kept in the manner they are now—
to 61 percent in 2007.” Source: Associated Press, “More Are Getting Away With Murder,” Chicago,
December 8, 2008. http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2008/12/08/ap/national/main4655959.shtml.
"FBI's estimated homicide clearance rates from 1965-2008," Scrippsnews: a Scripps Howard News
Service Publication. http://www.scrippsnews.com/projects/murder-mysteries/fbis-estimated-homicide-clearance-rates-19652008.

